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This is the story of Hansel and Gretel. They live
with their stepmother and father. They haven't
got a lot of money. Their father is a
woodcutter. Their stepmother is not a good
woman. She shouts at the children every day.





One night, the children are in bed.

'We haven't got any money,' Father says.

'We haven't got any food,' the bad stepmother
says. 'We must leave Hansel and Gretel in
the forest.'

'No, we can't do that!' says Father.

'We must,' says the bad stepmother.

'OK. But it isn't right,' says Father.

But Hansel and Gretel aren't sleeping and they
hear their father and stepmother.

'What can we do?' asks Gretel.

'We will be OK,' says Hansel. 'I've got an idea.'
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In the morning, the bad stepmother shouts at
the children, 'Get up! We must go to the forest
for wood.'

Hansel and Gretel walk with their father and
stepmother. Gretel is afraid and the
woodcutter is sad.
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But Hansel isn't afraid. He isn't sad. He's
dropping stones. They can follow the stones
and go home.



In the middle of the forest, the bad stepmother
says, 'Let's make a fire. Father and I will get
some wood. Wait here.'

Father and the bad stepmother leave. Hansel
and Gretel sit under a tree and wait. They wait
and wait, but Father and the bad stepmother
don't come back.

'Don't be sad, Gretel,' says Hansel. 'Let's look
for the stones. We can follow the stones and
go home.'





Hansel and Gretel walk all night and all day.
But they can't find the stones. They are lost.
They are very hungry and very tired. They go to
sleep under a tree. When they wake up, they
see a little bird. It's singing a beautiful song.
Hansel and Gretel follow the little bird.





The bird takes them to a little house. It is a
house of cake and sweets.

'Let's eat!' say Hansel and Gretel.

'I'll eat some cake!' says Gretel.

'I'll eat some sweets!' says Hansel.

'Yummy!' say Hansel and Gretel.

'Who is eating my house?' someone asks.





'Hello, little children!' she says. 'Are you
hungry? Come into my house.'

Hansel and Gretel go into her house. The old
woman gives them some milk and biscuits.
They eat a lot and they go to sleep.

But the old woman is a bad woman. She is a
witch! She wants to eat Hansel and Gretel!





In the morning, the witch wakes up. The
children are sleeping. The witch takes Hansel
and puts him in a cage.

'Help! Help!' he shouts.

'What are you doing?' Gretel asks the witch.

The witch says, 'Be quiet! Go and get some
milk and biscuits for your brother. He must be
fat. I'm going to eat him.'

. 'Oh no!' says Gretel.





Every day Gretel gives Hansel food but he
doesn't eat a lot. He doesn't want the witch
to eat him.

But the witch wants to eat Hansel. Every day
she says, 'Show me your finger.' She wants to
see if his finger is fat. But Hansel gives her an
old bone to feel.
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One day, the witch is angry. 'You will never
be fat, Hansel,' she shouts. 'I'm going to eat
you tomorrow.'

Gretel is in bed. She hears the witch and
gets up. 'Oh no!' she says. 'Please don't eat
my brother!'

'Be quiet!' says the witch. 'Get me some
pepper. I will make Boy Soup. I like a lot of
pepper in Boy Soup.'

Gretel gets the pepper because she is afraid.





But Gretel wants to help her brother. She's
got an idea! She blows a lot of pepper at
the witch. Now the witch can't see.

'Help! Where am I?' she shouts.

Gretel pushes the witch into the fire.
'Ahh!' shouts the witch.

Gretel runs to Hansel's cage.
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Gretel opens the door of the cage and Hansel
comes out. They are very happy.

Let's take the bad witch's gold,' says Hansel.

'That's a good idea,' says Gretel.

They take the gold and leave the house. They
see some birds. They sing:

'Little birds, little birds,
We're lost and alone.
Little birds, little birds,
Take us home.'







The birds take them home. Father is very
happy when he sees his two children.

'You are home!' he says. 'I'm very happy!'

The bad stepmother does not live there now.
Hansel and Gretel give Father the gold. Now
they will never be hungry.

Everyone is happy!



• Match.)
Activities

a d [S]1 finger

2 cage
b 3 bone e

4 pepper

S gold
c

6 witch
f

~ Tick 1,(1 true or false.)

1 The bad stepmother and Father have got a lot of money.
I-----lf-----t

2 Hansel drops some stones.

3 Hansel and Gretel go to sleep in the forest.

4 The witch puts Gretel in a cage.

S Hansel and Gretel take the witch's gold.

6 Some birds take Hansel and Gretel home.



~ Write.)

biscuits cake forest hungry
money pepper sweets woodcutter

1 Hansel and Gretel's father is a .
2 They haven't got any .
3 The bad stepmother and Father leave Hansel and

Gretel in the .
4 Hansel and Gretel are and they

want to eat.

S Gretel eats some .
6 Hansel eats some .
7 The witch gives Hansel and Gretel some milk

and .
8 Gretel blows a lot of .

at the witch.



~ Write.)

~

2 The witch .....Hansel in a cage.
3 Hansel and Gretel ..... the bird.
6 Gretel .....a lot of pepper at the witch.
7 The bad stepmother and Father .....Hansel

and Gretel in the forest.

~

1 The bad stepmother .....at the children.
2 Gretel ..... the witch into the fire.
4 Hansel and Gretel ..... all night and all day.
S The bird ..... them to a little house.



• Find.)

afraid
fire

birds
house

stones

bread
milk

tired
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sleep

finger



Hansel and Gretel

Hansel and Gretel is the thrilling account of two poor woodcutter's children and a
wicked witch who lives in a house made of cake and sweets.

New Editions Primary Classic Readers is a three-level series of classic tales comprising some of the
best-loved children's stories. The stories have been retold and carefully adapted for each level. The
books are graded in terms of vocabulary and grammar to reflect students' capabilities at each level,
making reading for pleasure in English simple and enjoyable.

Each book contains:
• full-colour illustrations alongside the text to support students in their reading and increase motivation.
• a five-page activity section designed to revise and consolidate the vocabulary found in each tale.
• a picture glossary at the back to build up students' vocabulary.
• an accompanying CD with each tale narrated by professional actors.
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