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Meet Micky Brooks and his friends.
EE | Here he is

h(i§ 17 with his little
~ | brother, Ben.
fl ReN Tas
| This 1s
Tasneem.

She’s called
| Tas for short.

1

Here’s Ellie
with her | A
dog, Goldie. || A~ 4%
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Ruby’s a daredevil.
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It was Saturday. The friends were
on their way to Ellie’s house to play.

Ben splashed
through every
% puddle in his
~+ big red boots.

Micky and Lee
kept out of his way.

—_—

e —~

. T 4 g
) | | e gl = ,.l%'] =, e
B W %, - e
L r r' L .__.-'_.
| 5y ; s
I - .~ .
Mt

¢ "'Tas zoomed past on her bike.
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the grazes from
the one she did

yesterday.

Ellie was
trying out her 8 i
new skipping rope.~ " §

Which do you think
is Ellie’s house?




First they played 4/
hide and seek. |

Then they went up
to Ellie’s room and
tried out all her games.
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They drew \ =
masses of pictures. Then they

Suddenly -
7 Ruby had an idea.

were bored. ¢ B o
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They all thought a gang was a brilliant idea.
But what should they call it?

e

hard.

Then they each wrote down a name . . .
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... and put
it into Tas’s
cycle helmet.

’ Ben closed
his eyes, 2
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Yes, dnd vre
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What name did he pick?




at Micky and Ben’s ",
W\ treehouse. . K =%

b
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- 1"“« W B -,._,L_;f:* Some were
: I scary. Some
~/| were funny.

7Y 1t was hard
¢ to tell who
was who.
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They began g
to climb up the €&
rope ladder. '

The monster with the
red boots led the way.
Can you tell who it is?

Climbing
was tricky in
monster clothes.




To get in a
monsterish mood,
the gang put up
some scary pictures.

Then they made
cabwebs out of string
and bats out of paper.

¢ It was only :
' half past eleven, s

but they were already ‘yzi!?
teeling hungry. 1

Luckily Lee and Ruby
had brought a picnic.

What was there
to eat and drink?




Ben gave out the drinks. At last, Ben

He tried to guess who each monster was. thought l}f:’cl
cracked it.

Those

glasses look
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Can you tell who
each monster 1s too?




The last monster had to be Ellie.
But you couldn’t tell.

They all agreed

| badge to wear.

her costume was the best.

They gave her a

cake crumbs

@ 7 =L _— everywhere.
Y R

She was a special monster
now. Can you tell why?
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~ Next the gang
0 ¢+ 2 24 made up some rules.
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Now they had their leader, they could
get on with some other gang business.

First they tried
to think up a
secret sign. They
tried lots of
different ones.
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Which rule is Micky breaking?




Just then, they heard a call from outside.
It sounded like Ellie, but how could it be?
Ellie was already here.

.| the doorway
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They rushed Jtn |

_and looked .
outside. 4l

But if Ellie was down there,
then who was the leader of
the Monster Gang?
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They rushed back inside the treehouse. © =
. 2 — i i
The mystery monster had vanished. i

Suddenly, Ellie
saw a,note lying
on the floor.

g

SElge.

said Ellie. But
! s 8 Ruby thought she
& \ ' knew the answer.
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When they held the note
up to a mirror, they could
read it. Turn the page to

see 1f you can read it too.
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Everglades was no ordinary |,
department store. |

It sold things that you jusjr"éi:r'l.-l'l&ﬁ‘t buy
anywhere else.
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A", TOY DEPARTMENT

!
7 p LUXURY GOODS usmamﬂrr So when Cassy
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AT = n PET DEPARTMENT % the crocodile

':"'L 4 o ROBOT DEPARTMENT N\ 9Ot @ Job there,
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But things didn't go quite
as well as Cassy hoped.

In the china department,
&> she packed sixty cups
(2= and saucers,

in a bottomless crate.

In the toy department,
her tail knocCked the
Toytown Express
off the rails.
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In the food hall,
she upset
the salad.

And that upset
someone very
important indeed.

Who was he?
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The boss shook his hLUd Lc}ﬂk‘.
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He told Cassy to go
to the Luxury Goods
department first thing

on Monday morning.
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Cassy was determined to make a fresh start.
All day

Sunday she
worked on her

¥

and serving . ‘
with a smile. € g%~

Then she put on her Everglades badge
and admired herself in the mirror.




On Monday morning,
Cassy was the first to arrive in
the Luxury Goods department.

The security guard was
finishing breakfast.

The guard told her
to keep her eye on

the Everglades
Emerald.

Why was the Everglades Emerald so precious?




There it is Nige], S

In that glase Igzse.. ,
Whal a beauly and /:
b, ours for fhe faking.
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Cassy wasn't the only
one with her eye on the
Everglades Emerald.

. L L
% What was Nigel worried about?
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Nosweat,
hls whisﬂﬂ has Such
a high pifch if canl

hmrd by humnns

The Greedy Boys didn't realize it,
but Cassy had heard the whistle.
Why?




I
- Cassy thought the whistle sounded
like the Toytown Express.

But her tail got caught
on a pearl necklace.

. She dashed off to check that
no one was messing with the train.

oWhich department was Cassy heading for?
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Thinking they were customers,
Cassy tried to help them up.

...and crashed
into a table.

What was on the table?

B e



Just then the boss walked 1n.

ook
/" Whal onearth
Wgﬂm?

f% Cassy started
% 4

~ @ to stammer
N
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me expfnin...
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But the boss saw the emerald
lying on the floor,
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No need. Yov've saved
fhe Everdledes Emerald and
caughl [he Greedy Boys. -
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How did he know they were the Greedy Boys?




The Mayor presented Cassy

That afternoon the boss : *
with a special medal.

gave a party for Cassy
at Everglades.

A\ The whole town
1O\ was there.

2k Except for the Greedy Bouys.
/ They were safely behind bars.
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The next day Cassy went to
r work at Everglades as usual.
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THE INCREDIBLE
PRESENT

But from now on she could |
play the latest video games, |

Harriet Castor

Designed by Maria Wheatley

eat chocolates and
drink pink lemonade.

[llustrated by Norman Young

Language and Reading Consultant: David Wray
(Education Department, University of Exeter, England)

Series Editor: Gaby Waters
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Lily lived in a big, old,
dusty house.

She lived there with &
her Great Aunt Maud,

The house had
spiders under sofas and
beetles between bed legs. But Lily like

S —
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d it.
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Beside it was a small arrow.

Lily followed the arrow upstairs.

The trail took her all around the house.
Which rooms did she look in?
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Lily ended up in the
sitting room.

Great Aunt Maud
was there.

‘‘‘‘‘

Lily’s presents
were there, too.
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What could she see?




The third present wasn't a toy garage.

J The first pre'-;ent wasn't a
~super long range telescope.

The second present
wasn't a girafte.

Grreak Aunk

Maud’s Huu&'ﬁ.

am |1.-I:n: on
rfﬂw

5{*1‘1 Where had it
\ come from?




The parcel was from
Lily’s Ma and Pa.

Ma and Pa were explorers.
Lily didn't mind when :
they went away.

They always came

back with exciting.

stories to tell.

They had
set off on an
expedition to
the jungle.

They were due
back soon.
Lily hoped it said
on the parcel when
they'd be home.
Did it?
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Lily wondered what Ma and Pa
had sent her from their travels.

<. 3¢ There was a label on it.

-
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?/7&.: Anything Bag
Sk fﬁ;? an yﬂ:fnglg

You want, reach
inside and there

it "will be~
———— —
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Lily tried 1t out.

. tht was 1t?
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./ Lily wrote a list of everything
|/ she wanted to ask the bag for.
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Then she noticed \¢ ¥
a second label. e '
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There were

five choices left.
Lily thought hard.

W™ ol
She hated making her

bed every morning,
so she asked for

But it didn’t do quite what she wanted.
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A wifchs kit
with real spells |
in if.

e
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But the bag must "
have heard
her wrong.

What did she
get instead?




Lily hated having cabbage for dinner,
so next she asked for

A zapper

that forns all your
greens info chocolafe

ice-cream.
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But everything green
had been zapped,
including

Great Aunt
Maud's hat

and most of
her garden._
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Then Lily had |
an idea.
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#7758\ fo come home.
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= 'everse.

{:\jl £ B :
Pa turned the bag inside out.

“*%. Then Ma said ¥
something :
complicated.
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'Lily Hoat eversthing ‘40
back lake p!eqsg,g
. bag dear. _

L

Can you figure out what it meant?
(Clue: try reading the sentence back to front.)
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Sorr

Y
abool that.

If was

-/ decided fo
give vp
exploring and
'/ ) do something
'/ ] \else instead.

Lily hoped this meant they
weren't going away again.

BY%
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A
Then she spotted
something that told
her the answer.
gtk B
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IR Jﬁqﬁf{:} What was it?
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= Soon all was quiet.

.......

You’d never have guessed
what a strange birthday

it had been. L.;,_.E'F.
— b, v
> ¢ T
Except that i
Great Aunt Maud %_k
was never quite _w;ufff‘,_-ré
so fond of her G
A

green hat again. "=

It always made her
ears a little sticky.

THE
DINOSAURS
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_ er. Puff’s house had rooms
~_ full of very strange things.
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Some were machines
that he had built.

Some were bits and pieces
that he had collected.

that even Mr. Puff
couldn’t explain.

gt

What was her name?

-

R Mr. Puff had a cat, too. '
<




*--One day
1_on Mr. Puft’s door.
- Mr. Puft

T “‘- ]
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N =

. Stan knocked

.*f‘ el

opened it and said:

e}

Hello, Stan. - :

There's something
I want you

& ’ fo see.
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& 385k Stan followed him inside.
=,

Mr. Puft dived
under the table.

He brought out T M ?/(/' 3
a large basket. , oMidlats * _— _ N

— N

l/‘/E’aut Stan already knew what they were. Do you?




Just then, one

of the dinosaur
eggs beganto
pump and jumP- 2~

i| Then ci crack
- appeared... |

A= B

Wil finally, @
- head popped out.

o
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hat did the book
say dinosaurs ate?

By lunchtime,
all the eggs
had hatched.
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. Stan wasn’t sure what sort | Then he had an idea.
of dinosaurs all these were. |
AN %
’,j} 4
S He put out some salad
and some cat food, < e e
just in case. .
J | He rummaged in
M A one of the rooms T~
' and dragged something out. |
| o
@ i Q% -
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They're gelffing™
. T - ol
very fierce-
- . a p“f//'
On the fourth day, |
Mr. Puff was worried. | What was it called? )
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— The Size-0 = l‘l
) K/,l muahme..;,,/ | Mr. Puff gave Stan the hose

and told him to point it

| at a dinosaur.
/ can make
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There was a cloud
of starry smoke.

The dinosaur
had gone away.

Or had 1t?




Stan and Mr. Puff
set to work on the
other dinosaurs.

—

The last one was in the bathroom. _, r-;f__ﬁ i

But just as Mr. Puff pushed
the lever, the dinosaur
lunged at Stan.

flew out of __
his hand. . <TG Ay
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What did Stan slip on? '
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%> The smoke cleared.
Stan couldn’t

believe his eyes.

Everything around him was

enormous... *7’ :
0 64/{ AN

except Mr. Puff.

Suddenly,

the dinosaur
turned its head.

What has the
dinosaur seen?
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- Amy chased the

dinosaur away.
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First,
they had to
turn the dial.

Now we must yse
The Size-0 machine fo

ke us grow ﬂgnin-

It was hard work.

%%

Then they moved the hose / ~ )

into place.

There was one more thing to do.
What was it?




The lever was high above
them. Stan climbed onto
Mr. Putt’s shoulders.

But that didn’t
work either.

_ Just then,
= Amy jumped up onto
the Size-O machine.

\

Then they both
climbed up and
bounced on the lever.

Can you see what 1s
going to happen?
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Down went the lever.
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)y There was a
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At last Stan
and Mr. Puff
were back to
normal size.

Mr. Puff and Stan went
to find all the dinosaurs.

they would make o2
nice pels.

Stan wasn’t so sure.
In fact, he was quite
glad to go home.

=

Mr. Puff offered Stan é
a dinosaur to take home. 3
But Stan chose

something else instead. What was it?
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~ Stan didn’t tell anyone T
about the dinosaurs next _[[[Z25548s

door - or about his
narrow escap

8

very clever
caf.

But whenever he saw Amy,
he always went out to give
her a saucer of milk.
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A clumsy crocodile who saves the day; a
family of dinosaurs terrified of a pet cat; a
monster gang with a mystery member and an
incredible present that can do magical things.

Each story in this charmingly illustrated book
combines an exciting plot with simple puzzles
for guaranteed page-turning entertainment.
Children who are just beginning to read alone
and are looking for lively stories to tackle will
find this book a great pleasure.
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